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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 1-3, 5-6, 9-10, and 12-15; amend claims 16 and 19» and add claims 
2 1-28 as set forth below. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application. 

1-15. (cancelled) 

16. (currently amended) An illumination device, comprising: 

an optical waveguide with an elongated rod shape and having a predetermined 
length with a light-receiving surface and a light-emitting surface; 

a multiplicity of spaced point light sources positioned adjacent to and arranged in 
a line extending along the light-receiving surface of said waveguide; 

a housing positioned adjacent to said waveguide and enclosing the light-receivkg 
surface of said waveguide; 

a scattering cap secured to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide and 
extending substantially along the length of said waveguide, said scattering cap receiving light 
transmitted through the waveguide from said licht oouro e p oint light sources and scattering said 
light to create a substantially uniform light intensity pattern along a lateral surface of said 
scattering cap; and 

a protective shield applied to and encapsulating the waveguide* housing, and 

scattering cap* 
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17. (original) The illumination device as recited in claim 16, wherein said protective 
shield is a wear-resistant coating applied to and encapsulating the waveguide, housing, and 
scattering cap. 

18- (cancelled) 

1 9. (currently amended) An illumination device, comprising: 

an optical waveguide with an elongated rod shape and having a predetermined 
length with a hght-receiving surface and a light-emitting surface; 

a multiplicity of spaced point light sources positioned adjacent to and arranged in 
a line extending along the light-receiving surface of said waveguide; 

a housing positioned adjacent to said waveguide and enclosing the light-receiving 
surface of said waveguide; 

a scattering cap secured to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide and 
extending substantially along the length of said waveguide, said scattering cap receiving light 
transmitted through the waveguide from said light Gourco point light sources and scattering said 
light to create a substantially uniform light intensity pattern along a lateral surface of said 
scattering cap; and 

a protective sleeve that encases the entire illumination device, except for the 
lateral surface of the scattering cap. 

20. (cancelled) 
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21 . (new) The illmnination device as recited in claim 16, wherein said point light 
sources are light-emitting diodes. 

22. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 16, wherein the lateral surface 
of said scattering cap is curved to simulate a neon or fluorescent tube. 

23. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 16, wherein said housing 
includes a pair of side walls along side surfaces of said waveguide and defining an open-ended 
channel that extends substantially the predetennined length of said waveguide. 

24. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 16, wherein said scattering cap 
is a thin coating applied to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide. 

25. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 19, wherein said point light 
sources are light-emitting diodes. 

26. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 19, wherein the lateral surface 
of said scattering cap is curved to simulate a neon or fluorescent tube. 

27. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 19, wherein said housing 
includes a pair of side walls along side surfaces of said waveguide and defining an open-ended 
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channel that extends substantially the predet«mined length of said waveguide. 

28. (new) The illumination device as recited in claim 19, wherein said scattering cap 
is a thin coating applied to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide. 



5 



0232WK>0027:490I2j:2:LOUISV[LLE 



PAGE 617 • RCVD AT 11128/2005 2:27:55 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U8PTO.EFXRF-6135 * DNIS:2732367 * CSID:502 587 6391 ' DURATION (mni.s$):fl1-58 



